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Let’s Celebrate a Birthday 


HIS ISSUE of the HOME SAFETY 

REVIEW is Number 6 of Volume 5. 
With this issue we conclude five years 
of publication as the only periodical 
published on a national level which is 
devoted exclusively to Home Safety. 

Since the next issue of the REVIEW 
will be its sixth birthday issue, it 
occurred to us that readers of the 
publication might like to give it a 
birthday present — a present in the 
form of a new subscription. 

We propose that each reader renew 
his or her subscription now—and in 
addition, secure one new paid sub- 
scriber to the REVIEW. 

We want to make the HOME SAFETY 
REVIEW a bigger and better publica- 
tion. We want to make it even more 
useful to individuals and organiza- 
tions who are conducting home safety 
programs in the towns and cities of 
the nation. 

Next year we plan to continue the 
series of articles entitled “Sneaky 
Killers” which deals with unsuspected 
poisons found in the home. We plan 
to start in the next issue a series of 
articles on falls, the most numerous 
of the classes of accidents which oc- 
cur in the home. We plan to describe 
in each issue the program and activi- 
ties of one national organization 
which is active in the field of home 
safety. We plan to make more effec- 
tive our reporting of what is going 
on in the field of home safety. We 
plan to report as promptly as possible 
any new developments, new projects, 
new ideas which come to our atten- 
tion. 

Let us have your renewal subscrip- 
tion and a brand new subscriber for 
the next, the birthday issue of the 
HOME SAFETY REVIEW. 

A subscription form will be found 


on page 15. 
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(This is the first of a series of 
articles about organizations, associa- 
tions and agencies active in the field 
of home safety. It is being initiated 
to provide information for local com- 
munities about the kinds of help avail- 
able to them for development of home 
safety programs and where this help 
can be obtained. It is suggested that 
readers keep for reference purposes 
the copies of the HOME SAFETY RE- 
VIEW in which this series will be 


—, 


THE NATIONAL 
SAFETY COUNCIL 


HE NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL is a 

non-commercial, non-profit associa- 
tion whose purpose is to reduce the 
number and severity of all kinds of 
accidents. 

The National Safety Council serves 
as a national and international clear- 
ing house for gathering and distribut- 
ing information about causes of acci- 
dents and ways to prevent them. 
Through its headquarters in Chicago, 
its regional offices in New York City 
and San Francisco, and its state and 
local units, it carries on a continuous 
and unified program of accident pre- 
vention. A large part of its activities 
is conducted in cooperation with other 
organizations for the stimulation of 
interest in safety in all fields. 


From its members, from. the con- 
stant research of its own staff of sta- 
tistical, educational and engineering 
technicians, and from many other 
sources, the National Safety Council 
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Working 
Toward 


HOME 
SAFETY 


collects information about accidents 
and their prevention and publishes it 
in the form of facts and figures which 
make it possible to see where, -when, 
why and how people are injured. 
Some of this information shows 
whether various safety measures are 
getting results and what needs to be 
done to prevent accidents. 


The National Safety Council activi- 
ties are channeled through two prin- 
cipal fields: (1) industrial safety and 
health and (2) public safety. In the 
public safety field there are staff divi- 
sions assigned responsibilities in (1) 
traffic and transportation safety, (2) 
school and college safety education, 
(3) farm safety, and (4) home safety, 
including the prevention of accidents 
to pre-school children. 


Other staff departments are re- 
sponsible for such activities as public 
information, membership extension, 
and field organization work. In the 
headquarters in Chicago is housed the 
largest safety library in the world. 


The National Safety Council is non- 
political as well as a non-profit or- 
ganization. It receives no money from 
city, state or federal governments, 
except for membership dues and pay- 
ments for purchase of materials—in 
the same manner as any private or- 
ganizations would pay for specific 
services of the National Safety Coun- 
cil. The membership is made up of 
industries, transportation and insur- 
ance companies, schools, local safety 
organizations, trade associations, 
Chambers of commerce, departments 


(Continued on page 13) 











ACH YEAR that we have attended 

the Home Safety Sessions of the 
National Safety Congress and Expo- 
sition, we have felt that the attend- 
ance at the sessions has indicated a 
growing interest in the subject of 
home accident prevention. 

This year was certainly no excep- 
tion. A total of 158 individuals signed 
attendance cards at the door for the 
two sessions which were conducted on 
the subject of home safety this year. 
The total attendance at the two meet- 
ings was 194 (including people who 
attended both). 


The speakers at the opening session 
addressed a packed house, for every 
seat was filled and there were stan- 
dees along the walls of the room and 
an additional cluster in the outer 
corridor who stood patiently listening 
to the speakers against a disturbing 
background of clattering carts of 
dishes being wheeled down the halls 
by the hotel staff in preparation for 
luncheon meetings in the hotel. In 
addition, more than 50 people came to 
the meeting, took one look at the 
dozen or more crowded around the 
doorway in the corridor and left. 
Most of these expressed sincere dis- 
appointment at not being able to get 
into the meeting room. 

There was a new look to the audi- 
ences this year. In previous years 
the Home Safety audiences have been 
made up largely of women. This year, 
attendance cards revealed the fact 
that women made up only 34.8 per 
cent of the audiences. We do not feel 
that this indicates a lagging interest 
on the part of the feminine promoters 
of home safety, but rather a changed 
attitude on the part of the male, who 
is finally admitting that home safety 
is a job for everyone and not one to 
be shifted to the shoulders of the 
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homemaker and home manager. 


Another interesting fact was that 
25 states, plus the District of Colum- 
bia and the Province of Quebec, Can- 
ada, were represented in the audi- 
ences, with perhaps others among the 
55 who did not give their home ad- 
dresses on the attendance cards. As 
would be expected, Illinois led the list 
with 22 representatives. Pennsylvania 
tied with Indiana for 8 each. There 
were 7 from Michigan, 6 from New 
York, and 5 each from District of 
Columbia, Ohio, and Tennessee. Kan- 
sas, Louisiana, Missouri, Texas, and 
Wisconsin contributed 3 each toward 
the audiences. States with 2 each 
were Alabama, Georgia, Iowa, Ken- 
tucky, Massachusetts, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, Utah, and the Prov- 
ince of Quebec, Canada. Single repre- 
sentatives attended from California, 
Florida, Minnesota, Montana, and New 
Jersey. 


We were curious to know who 
these people were. Here is what we 
found. There were 57 safety directors 
and foremen from industrial plants; 
19 managers and home safety chair- 
men from local safety councils; 16 
were American Red Cross personnel 
(3 from the national office, 3 from 
regional offices, and 7 from local 
chapters); 10 were representatives of 
public health departments (2 from 
U. S. Public Health Service, 5 from 
state health departments, and 2 from 
county health departments); 9 were 
industrial nurses; 3 were Metropoli- 
tan Life Insurance Company nurses; 
(a total of 15 nurses, including 3 from 
among public health personnel); 6 
were educational personnel from 
schools and colleges; and the re- 
mainder of the persons registering; 
were made up of representatives o 


(Continued on page 10) 
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In response to a large number of re- 
quests, we are reprinting here con- 
. densed versions of papers presented 
by two of the speakers at the Home 
Safety sessions of the 36th National 
Safety Congres and Exposition. Com- 
plete versions of these papers, and 
those of other speakers at the Home 
Safety sessions will be included in the 
Transactions of the Congress, which 
will be available in the near future. 


Dr. Franz Alexander, 
Psychoanalysis Institute, Chicago 

The accident-prone person is essen- 
tially a rebel. He cannot tolerate 
even self discipline. He rebels not 
only against external authorities, but 
against the rule of his own reason and 
self-control. 

Psychiatric studies of accident- 
prone individuals have found them to 
be decisive or even impulsive, apt to 
act upon the spur of the moment, 

> fond of excitement and adventure and 
possessing a dislike of planning and 
preparing for the future. 

Numerous accident surveys have 
proved there is a tendency among 
certain persons to be involved in ac- 
cidents more than others. This is not 
because they are clumsy or absent- 
minded, but because of the total 

\ structure of their personality. Their 
existence is also proved by data show- 
| ing that a person who has one acci- 
dent is more likely to have another 
one than the person who never suf- 

fered an accident. Statistics of large 
, industrial companies also show that 
| a very small percentage of employees 


DECEMBER, 1948-JANUARY, 1949 





will have a very high percentage of 
the accidents. 

Psychiatric studies of accident- 
prone individuals also show they not 
only were expressing their rebellion 
against authority through their haz- 
ardous actions, but that in many 
cases accidents involving these per- 
sons were unconsciously intended. 

The most common unconscious mo- 
tive which induces people to act in a 
way which invites accidents is a sense 
of guilt which the victim tries to 
relieve by self-imposed suffering, or 
by self-imposed punishment. 


The basis of this strange combina- 
tion of emotions is a deeply ingrained 
attitude prevalent in our present civ- 
ilization, that suffering expiates guilt. 
If the child commits something wrong 
he is punished. Through the suffering 
caused by the punishment, he makes 
up his guilt, and thus deserves and 
regains the love of his parents. The 
same emotional attitude is at the 
basis of our criminal procedure. The 
offender serves his punishment, after 
which he can return to the commu- 
nity as a free person who has expi- 
ated his wrong doing. 


Other minor motives for the un- 
consciously intended accident are the 
wish to avoid responsibility, the wish 
to be taken care of, and perhaps the 
desire for monetary compensation. 


Because the major factors in acci- 
dents are not external, such as de- 
fective machinery or unfavorable con- 
ditions like weather, darkness, etc., 
but within the person who has the 
accident, steps must be taken to aid 
the individual. 


There are only two effective ways 
to approach this human factor. One 
is to change the individual and the 

(Continued on page 10) 








By Marian Graham 
(Fiction) 


October 26 

I am glad that Mr. Cooper insisted 
that I go to the National Safety Con- 
gress. Of course, it made things very 
difficult for John, here at the house, 
but with Mrs. Benson giving the 
youngsters their lunches and keeping 
an eye on them from the time they 
came home from school with her chil- 
dren until John got home from the 
office, I guess things weren’t too diffi- 
cult. I'll have to get her something 
extra nice for Christmas. It was 
sweet of her to rave so much about 
the record album I brought her from 
Chicago, but it does seem that she 
deserves more than that. 


Fortunately, neither of the young- 
sters got sick ... and no home acci- 
dents. ... 

Right now my mind is pretty much 
of a jumble with all of the things I 
learned at the Home Safety Sessions. 
Fortunately I am going to be able to 
sort it all out from my notes stacked 
up here on my desk under the Green 
Cross paper weight they gave me as 
a souvenir of the banquet. That is 
going to be a prominent reminder of 
a job to be done. 

Thinking back, I believe the strong- 
est impression I carried away from 
the Safety Congress was the need for 
finding out how accidents happen. 
Perhaps our own experience here in 














Riverton with the difficulties con- 
nected with our efforts to get that 
information has resulted in my exag- 
gerating its importance, but I can’t 
see how you can prevent something 
unless you have some idea of what 
you are trying to prevent. 

I was very much impressed with 
the reports of what departments of 
health are doing in the field of acci- 
dent prevention in other states, as 
described by Dr. Beelman of the Kan- 
sas State Health Department. I want 
to talk to Mr. Cooper about this and 
see if we can’t discuss some possible 
projects with Dr. Fisher of our Health 
Department — but that will have to 
wait until I receive a copy of the cor-@ 
gress Transactions and can study the 
full text of Dr. Beelman’s paper. 
There was so much in Dr. Beelman’s 
paper that I finally gave up trying to 
keep pace with my notes and will 
have to rely upon the Transactions 
to jog my memory. 

I was extremely interested in the 
presentation on accident proneness by 
Dr. Alexander, but I couldn’t help feel 
being let down when he came to his 
concluding statement: “To alter such 
an emotional pattern . . . requires 
prolonged treatment and... in the 
present state of psychiatric facilities, 
of no practical significance. The rec- 
ognition of the accident prone person 
and his removal from occupations 
which are dangerous . . . is the only 
effective measure.” 


If there are more accidents in the 
home than anywhere else, what about 
the poor housewife? How can we re- 
move her from her dangerous occupa- 
tion if we find she is accident prone? 
I agree, this is obviously the best 
course for industries to follow—but 
some other remedy is needed in the 


home situation. 
v Bw 






































One thing that I remember vividly 
about the Safety Congress is the fact 
that you hear as much about inter- 
esting home safety projects and pro- 
grams around the luncheon tables, 
the dinner tables, and in the informal 
gatherings scattered about in the 
Phy as you do in the regular 
1ume safety sessions of the Congress. 


For example, I was listening to a 
conversation which took place at my 
table at luncheon the last day of the 
Congress. It was a rambling discussion 
between a man from the Ameri- 
can National Red Cross and a repre- 
sentative of a state health depart- 
ment. The Red Cross man was telling 
about an accident survey which is 
being conducted on a continual basis 
in the hospitals of Washington, D. C. 
It sounded extremely interesting and 
I resolved to get in touch with the 
Riverton Chapter of the Red Cross 
and see if we could work out a similar 
project here. If the Red Cross is not 
prepared to do it, I am going to see 
if our Home Safety Committee can’t 
find some other way of working out 
such an accident study. 


October 28 

I took my notes on the Congress 
downtown today and stopped in to 
see Mr. Cooper. We had a long talk 
about the Congress and compared 
notes on the meetings we had at- 
tended. I had gone to the Women’s 
Activities sessions on Wednesday 
morning while he had covered the 
Wednesday morning Home Safety 
Sessions. 

He had heard a talk by a Mr. 
Rogers, who is an architectural con- 
sultant with a glass company which 
specializes in glass building mate- 
rials. He had been enough interested 
in the talk to take fairly complete 
notes, which he had already typed 
out, instead of waiting patiently for 
the copy of the Transactions of the 


\. Congress, as I had resigned myself to 


do in the case of Dr. Beelman’s paper. 

Mr. Rogers talked about safety 
from the structural viewpoint. He 
apparently discussed a number of 
ideas which had not occurred to me. 
Although he did not blame the archi- 
tects and builders unduly, but dis- 
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tributed the blame more or less 
evenly among architects, builders, 
merchants, service men, manufac- 
turers, and the people who live in the 
houses, he did emphasize the fact 
that many accident hazards are actu- 
ally being built into houses, even to- 
day. 

As a matter of fact, the realization 
that this is so, was such a surprise to 
me that it made me quite indignant. 
Several crazy schemes ran through 
my head, but I managed to repress 
the desire to express my indignation. 
At least I learned one thing, we 
ought to have a representative archi- 
tect and a representative builder on 
our Home Safety Committee. Maybe 
we ought to have a real estate man 
too. 

I suggested this to Mr. Cooper and 
he is going to talk it over with Mr. 
McGrath, president of the Safety 
Council, and with several of the other 
board members. He is also going to 
suggest that Dr. Fisher of the Health 
Department be nominated for mem- 
bership on the board and agrees that 
he would be helpful to my committee. 


November 3 

This morning while I was cleaning 
up the charts and tables that John 
and his friends had used to keep 
track of the election returns from the 
radio last night (and far into the 
morning), I kept thinking about the 
housing shortage and how many 
people there were living in unsuitable 
houses and apartments and wonder- 
ing what we could possibly do about 
this situation in Riverton. 


The telephone interrupted my work 
and my thoughts. It was Rachel 
Hackett with a report that brought 
my attention down to more imme- 
diate (and possibly more practical) 
considerations. She had been working 
with Helen Graves on the monthly 
accumulation of home accident deaths 
in the Coroner’s office and had 
checked them already with the rec- 
ords of the Health Department, a 
practice which we had started in Sep- 
tember after Mr. Cooper had called 
attention to the discrepancy between 
the records of the two offices. 

(Continued on page 14) 












Use flame resist- 
ant icicles and 
tinsel. 







No candles on 
or near the 
tree. 















Be sure the 
snow around 
the tree will 
not burn. 







Keep base of tree 
in water or wet 
sand. 







Do not hang metal 
foil “icicles” 
over wires or 

tree lights. 








Keep a waste 
basket handy 
for disposal of 
gift wrappings. 













@Satety Hints 
FOR CHRISTMAS 


NE OF THE PRINCIPAL HAZARDS at Christmas time is 

fire. This is a result of the custom of using such 
potential fire hazards as candles, cotton and paper deco- 
rations, numerous electric lights, and last—-and most 
important — a Christmas tree. 


fr 


The most logical time, therefore, to begin a fire preven- 
i tion program for Christmas is at the time that the tree 
is purchased. 


Select a fresh tree, cut off an inch or two of the base 


lle ee 
‘ 


“a of the trunk, plunge it in water or wet sand and keep it 
outdoors as long as possible to prevent drying of the 
needles. 


In setting up the tree, a convenient way of anchoring 
the base is to stand it in a container such as a galvanized 
steel scrub pail and fill the pail with wet sand. The sand 
should, of course, be kept wet as long as the tree is in 
use. It is also wise to anchor the tree in some other 
additional manner, such as wire or strong cord attached 










¢ to the walls. 

ri — Be sure that all decorations are fire resistant. Avoid 
placing the tree near fireplaces, strong electric lights, 

radiators and other sources of heat. 


Check the wiring on the Christmas tree lights and 
make repairs or replacements before using them. 


Why not have a scrub pail full of water handy, just 
in case you have overlooked one or more hazards? 





New plastic types of 

tree ornaments are 
attractive — are 

ffey fire resistant? 


A 

Merry Christmas 
and a 

Happy New Year 








HOME SAFETY ACTIVITIES 
AT THE CONGRESS 
(Continued from page 4) 


the U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
state farm bureau personnel, a mu- 
nicipal safety director, National Bu- 
reau of Standards, Children’s Bureau, 
American Gas Association, United 
Charities of Chicago, and a psycholo- 
gist. 

Once again we heard: “These are 
the best home safety sessions yet.’’— 
“It’s so inspiring to see all of these 
people being so enthusiastic about 
home safety when it is so hard to 
keep interest from lagging back 
home.’’—“I enjoyed the sessions and 
got a chance to swap ideas with so 
many people.” 

And then there was the one home 
safety chairman who exclaimed, “I 
wish I could take all of these people 
back home and introduce them to my 
home safety committee.”-—-and we 
wish there was some way to bring 
all of this enthusiasm for saving lives 
to every community in the nation. 


WHAT THE SPEAKERS SAID 
(Continued from page 5) 

other is to take the accident-prone 
person away from those occupations 
where the danger is great. Since al- 
tering the emotional make-up of the 
individual is a major therapeutic task 
and the present conditions in the field 
of psychiatry do not make such treat- 
ment possible, the only remaining 
solution is to remove known accident- 
prone individuals from hazardous oc- 
cupations. 


Dr. F. C. Beelman, 
Secretary and Executive Officer 
Kansas State Board of Health 


The fact that accidents rank among 
the first four causes of death in at 
least 31 states is convincing proof 
that there is a need for state-organ- 
ized safety programs. 


(Dr. Beelman reported that he re- 
cently presented a questionnaire to 
all state health officers, receiving re- 
plies from 41. The survey not only 
showed the high position of accidents 
as a cause of death, but that state 
health departments thus far have not 
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entered into safety programs with 
the same enthusiasm as campaigns to 
halt disease.) 

In the past, state health depart- 
ments have initiated and put into 
operation programs that have con- 
tributed much to the saving of lives 
through the control of communicabl 
disease. Are these same health de- 
partments now to be compared to 
Nero for fiddling while the accident 
death toll mounts? Are they fully 
aware of the devastating scope of 
the accident problem, but convinced 
that nothing actually can be done 
about it? 

In the opinion of 64 per cent of the 
state health officers, the accidental 
death rate could be reduced by 10 
per cent or more through a major 
accident prevention program in the 
state health departments. 


Yet, only two states have persons 
engaged in full time accident pre- 
vention work in their health depart- 
ments and only two states are spend- 
ing as much as $10,000 a year through 
their state health departments on 
this work. 


In the control of tuberculosis, which 
kills approximately 60 per cent of 
the number lost through accidents, 
state health departments are spend- 
ing over $10,000,000 and have a small 
army of trained personnel of, at least, 
10,000 persons. It would be decidedly 
interesting to see what might be 
accomplished if forces of that magni- 
tude were available and functioning 
in the field of accident prevention. 


Many state health departments 
are interested in accident prevention, 
particularly the phases of traffic and 
industrial accidents through the high- 
way and labor departments, but home 
and public accidents other than motor 
vehicle, deserve considerably more 
attention. 


The increasing relative importance 
of the accident problem calls for 
greater effort on the part of all in- 
terested state and national organiza- 
tions and organized and coordinated 
activities of the various official and 
non-official groups will be the first 
major step toward curbing the annual 
loss of life. 











@ Sneaky 
Killers 


“No. 6 
Extracts and 
Flavorings 


By E. M. Gearhart, Jr. 


Home Safety Consultant 
National Safety Council 


T IS DIFFICULT to understand how a 

child can drink kerosene or wood 
alcohol or eat lye in sufficient quan- 
tity to be harmful, because judged 
from adult standards the first taste 
should be repulsive. 


In the case of oil of wintergreen, 
oil of peppermint, vanilla, or other 
extracts and flavorings, however, it 
is easy to understand how the aroma 
and taste of these substances would 
seem to be attractive to even a young 
chiid—especially one who has tasted 
peppermint or wintergreen candy or 
who has eaten vanilla custards. 

What makes these substances all 
the more dangerous as sneaky killers 
is the fact that the housewife does 
not look upon them as poisons, since 
she is accustomed to using them in 
small quantities in food stuffs. 

In general, the principal hazards 
involved in these substances is the 
high alcohol content of such extracts 
as vanilla, lemon, orange, almond, 
etc.; and the poisonous nature of the 
flavoring material itself in the case of 
oil of wintergreen, oil of peppermint, 
etc. 

The concentration of alcohol in the 
average bottle of vanilla extract is 
considerably higher than the alcoholic 
content of whiskey, gin, brandy, or 
the generally available liqueurs. It 
ranges from well over 50 per cent 
to as high as 65 per cent alcohol. 


A quantity of alcohol slightly less 
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than that found 
bottle of high alcohol content vanilla 
has been known to prove fatal to a 
child. It would certainly not be ad- 
visable to store such a flavoring ex- 
tract within reach of small children. 


in a four- ounce 


In general, the same considerations 
would be true in the case of almond 
extract, lemon extract, orange ex- 
tract, and similar flavoring extracts 
which depend upon the solvent action 
of strong alcoholic solutions to retain 
the essential oils which provide the 
flavor. 


The hazard is much greater in the 
case of such substances as oil of 
peppermint and oil of wintergreen, 
which consist almost entirely of a 
poisonous substance. 


Oil of peppermint contains from 
50 to 90 per cent menthol. Although 
no exact information is available on 
the subject, it is probable that an 
ounce or less of oil of peppermint 
would prove to be fatal to a child 
two years of age. 

Oil of wintergreen, which is known 
chemically as methyl salicylate, is 
even more poisonous than oil of pep- 
permint. There are records of many 
cases of child deaths resulting from 
drinking oil of wintergreen. (The 
Chicago press is carrying a news 
story of a death from this cause as 
this is being written.) 

Unfortunately, these last two items 

(Continued on page 15) 
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HE HOME SAFETY CONFERENCE of 

the National Safety Council held 
its annual meeting in the Crystal 
Room of the Sherman Hotel on Tues- 
day afternoon, October 19, during the 
week of the 36th annual Safety Con- 
gress and Exposition. Sixteen mem- 
bers and alternates were in attend- 
ance at the meeting. 


Dr. Donald B. Armstrong, second 
vice president for health and welfare 
of the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company, who serves as vice presi- 
dent for home safety of the Council, 
was elected chairman of the Confer- 
ence. 


Dr. Margaret C. Lewis, health and 
safety adviser, Girl Scouts National 
Organization, was elected vice chair- 
man of the Home Safety Conference 
and Thomas Fansler, director of the 
Home Safety Division was named 
staff secretary. 

The following were elected to mem- 
bership on the board of directors of 
the National Safety Council as rep- 
resentatives of the Home Safety Con- 
ference: Dr. G. Foard McGinnes, of 
the American National Red Cross; 
Miss Katharine Fisher, director of 
Good Housekeeping Institute; and 
Tyler S. Rogers, of Owens-Corning 
Fiberglas Corporation. 


Dr. Armstrong named Dr. G. Foard 
McGinnes as alternate vice president 
for home safety. 

Two new committees of the Con- 
ference were authorized by the mem- 
bers in attendance: a Committee on 
Membership and a Committee on 
Finance. 


Previously functioning committees 
of the Home Safety Conference are: 
(1) Committee on Research and Tech- 
nical Studies, chairman, Dr. A. L. 
Chapman, sr. surgeon, assistant chief 
of States Relations Division, U. S. 
Public Health Service; (2) Committee 
on Education and Public Information, 
chairman, Dr. I. Jay Brightman, as- 
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Dr. Arnold B. Armstrong 
Chairman, Home Safety Conference 


sistant director of the Division of 
Medical Services, New York State 
Department of Health; and (3) Com- 
mittee on Community Resources and 
Services, Mrs. George W. Welles, Jr., 
Duluth, Minn. 

Additional members of the Confer- 
ence are the following: 

George W. Alder 

Good Housekeeping Institute 

Mrs. Fred W. Armstrong 

Safety Council of Greater St. Louis 

Herbert Askwith 

Lewis and Conger 

Dr. Reginald M. Atwater 

American Public Health 

Association 

Dr. Robert N. Barr 

Minnesota Department of Health 

Dr. W. W. Bauer 

American Medical Association 

Leonard M. Board 

U. S. Public Health Service 


"Sale Enew 









« 


Carl F. Boester 

Purdue University 

Miss Martha Bohlsen 
Omaha Safety Council 
Professor Ernest W. Burgess 
Chicago University 
Theodore I. Coe 


@ American Institute of Architects 


W. Graham Cole 

Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Company 

Dr. Walter Cutter 

New York University 

T. H. David 

Hotpoint, Inc. 

Miss Ruth Fisher 

Nat’l Organization for Public 
Health Nursing 

Mrs. R. W. Hardy 

Lansing Safety Council 

Miss Helen Holbrook 

U. S. Department of Agriculture 

Mrs. Irmagene Nevins Holloway 

Nat’l Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs 

Mrs. L. K. Nicholson 

Nat’l Congress of Parents and 
Teachers 

Miss Gladys M. Olson 

Iowa State Teachers College 

S. J. Owen, Jr. 

Nat’l Bureau of Standards 

Dr. Edward Press 

U. S. Children’s Bureau 

C. George Segeler 

American Gas Association 

Miss Eleanora Sense 

Camp Fire Girls, Inc. 

W. K. Swaney 

American National Red Cross 

Miss Hazel E. Thompson 

Kansas State Bd. for Vocational 
Education 

D. E. Waggoner 

Kansas State Board of Health 

Mrs. Norma F. Wulff 

Greater Cleveland Safety Council 


WORKING TOWARD HOME 
SAFETY 


(Continued from page 3) 
of city, state and national govern- 
ments, and various other organiza- 
tions throughout the United States, 
Canada, and many foreign countries. 


DECEMBER, 1948-JANUARY, 1949 


These members total more than 7,600 
and include industrial and transporta- 
tion members employing more than 
9,000,000 persons. 

Funds for conducting the home 
safety activities of the National 
Safety Council are derived from a 
relatively small number of public 
safety memberships and from out- 
right contributions made by indi- 
viduals and corporations for main- 
tenance of the public safety program. 

The Home Safety Conference made 
up of representatives of a number of 
organizations conducting home acci- 
dent prevention programs is the pro- 
gram planning and supervisory body 
for the Home Safety Division of the 
Council staff. The Home Safety Con- 
ference and the Home Safety Division 
function in this specialized field in 
the same way that the total Council 
membership and the staff as a whole 
function in the over-all safety field. 


As President Ned H. Dearborn has 
stated it, “The Home Safety Confer- 
ence is the National Safety Council 
in the home accident prevention field.” 
The Conference and its staff, the 
Home Safety Division, serve as the 
clearing house for information con- 
cerning the causes of home accidents 
and ways to prevent them. 


Through the cooperation of the 
Home Safety Division and the Sta- 
tistical Division, information is gath- 
ered about the number of home acci- 
dents, their causes, their victims, and 
the nature of injuries suffered. Other 
research operations are worked out 
in cooperation with other personnel 
of the Council staff and with outside 
organizations and authorities. From 
this information, members of the 
Home Safety Conference, assisted by 
the Home Safety Division and other 
staff members develop preventive 
techniques and present these tech- 
niques in the form of special publica- 
tions, educational aids, program 
guides, suggestions for special proj- 
ects and general promotional mate- 
rials. 

Since the Council is a non-profit 
organization, a portion of the produc- 
tion costs of this material must be 
derived from the sale of the materials 
themselves, although many hundreds 
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(in some cases thousands) are mailed 
out each year, without charge, in re- 
sponse to requests for sample copies. 
Lists of all materials published by the 
National Safety Council are available 
from the national office in Chicago 
or the regional offices in New York 
and San Francisco. 


Some of the home safety materials 
involve the cooperation of other staff 
divisions for suitable distribution. Ma- 
terials for use as teaching aids in 
schools and colleges, for example, are 
channeled through the School and 
College Division. Other examples of 
cooperating divisions are the Field 
Organization Department, Secretary 
for Women’s Activities, Membership 
Extension and Membership services 
units, Order Department, and so on. 


There is considerable need for as- 
sistance from the Public Information 
Department, which is in contact with 
such promotional channels as news- 
papers, magazines, free-lance writers, 
house organ editors, radio stations 
and a wide variety of writing pro- 
fessions. 


As an example of the channeling of 
home safety information through the 
Public Information Department, the 
Radio Division stresses home safety 
in many of its “Safety Radiograms” 
which are distributed to all radio sta- 
tions in the United States. A set of 
ten announcements entitled ‘Home 
Safety Hints” is sent each month to 
650 women radio directors. Home 
safety on the farm is stressed in 
monthly “Farm Safety Announce- 
ments” which are produced in coop- 
eration with the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. Many “Child Safety 
Hints” which are mailed once a month 
to all radio stations are devoted to 
accidents in and around the home. 


In addition, home safety is always 
included in any series of radio pro- 
grams on the subject of safety gen- 
erally. 

In addition to materials containing 
safety information and program aids, 
there are available from the Home 
Safety Division and through the Field 
Organization Department, consulting 
services in the organization of com- 
munity home safety programs and 
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tures, projects, studies, surveys, 
similar activities. 


The HOME SAFETY REVIEW is a bi- 
monthly publication which serves as 
a house organ and a channel for di- 
recting information on home safety 


activities, techniques, and new pi p 


ects and programs to organizations 
and individuals interested in home 
accident prevention. Organizations 
active in home safety are encouraged 
to subscribe to it and to keep the 
editor informed of their activities in 
this field. 


In communities where there is a 
chapter of the National Safety Coun- 
cil or a local chartered Safety Coun- 
cil, which functions in that com- 
munity in the same way that the 
National Safety Council functions na- 
tionally, the Home Safety Conference 
channels its activities through that 
local organization. 

However, any organization, agency, 
government department or bureau, 
association, club, civic group or single 
individual is invited to consult with 
the Home Safety Conference-or its 
staff, the Home Safety Division, con- 
cerning any problems relating to 
home accident prevention or tech- 
niques. 


DIARY OF A HOME 
SAFETY CHAIRMAN 
(Continued from page 7) 

“Well,” Rachel began after her 
usual preliminaries, “we killed two 
more last month than we did in Octo- 
ber in 1947. Three more burns and 
one more fall, but two less suffoca- 
tions. Last year we had two suffoca- 
tions in October and no burn deaths. 
This year we had no suffocations but 
three burn deaths ... and one more 
fall death. That makes 12 in October. 


A bit of quick mental calculation 
enabled me to comment, “That makes 
24 more deaths this year, than during 
the first ten months of 1947.” 


“That’s right,’’ Rachel agreed. 
“Twenty-four more than the coroner 
recorded last year, but 16 less than 
the Health Department reported last 
year.” : 
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“J think we’d better make another 
ffort. to get that situation straight- 
ned out,” I suggested. 

“I wish you wouldn’t bring that 
up again right now,” Rachel said. 
“I’m afraid the old man is beginning 
to think that we are getting critical 
ro From some things he said 

ast month, I got the idea that he 
suspects us of insinuating that he 
isn’t doing his job properly.” 

I remembered what some of the 
people at the Safety Congress had 
said about similar situations in their 
communities. Disagreement between 
the two offices appeared to be fairly 
common throughout the country. 

“Well, don’t worry about it, Rachel,” 
I said. “I got some ideas on it at 
the Safety Congress and we’ll talk 
them over when I see you at our next 
committee meeting.” 

“Okay, Sarah,” she concluded, then 
hesitated and put a final question, 
“What about your friend, Mr. Dalton? 
Do you suppose he can give some 
attention to home safety now that 
the election is out of the way?” 

“Oh, they’ll be printing stories about 
his election for months to come. 
There will always be something. But 
Ill talk to our editor friend when I 
take him the announcement of our 
committee meeting. I have several 
things I want to take up with him. 
For one thing, I want him as a com- 
mittee member, if I can persuade him 
to serve.” 


Bobbie and Sallie came home from 
school just then, and I cut Rachel off 
as quickly as I could, because I 
hadn’t started any cocoa for them, 
and I always like to give them a 
warm drink at noon, during the 
colder months of the year. 


SNEAKY KILLERS, No. 6 
(Continued from page 11) 

are rarely labelled as poisonous. Oil 
of peppermint is frequently used in 
small quantities (a few drops), as a 
flavoring for candies, icings, etc., and 
oil of wintergreen is a common con- 
stituent of certain types of lotions 
and rubbing compounds. Neither are 
intended to be used as beverages, 
which is the accidental usage which 
must be guarded against in homes 
where there are small children. 

Fortunately, it is quite easy to 
identify these substances if a child 
does swallow one of them. The con- 
centrated odor of the flavoring mate- 
rial is bound to give it away to an 
alert adult. 

If it happens in your family, call a 
doctor at once. Give an emetic, then 
large quantities of water, another 
emetic, then more water—until the 
doctor comes, or until there is no 
more odor of the material in the 
vomitus. 

The best procedure is to store these 
substances in a location where a child 
cannot obtain them. 





To National Safety Council 
20 North Wacker Drive 
Chicago 6, Illinois 


Please enter my name to receive 


Date 


_ subscription(s) to HOME SAFETY 


REVIEW at $1.00 per subscription. My (check, money order) in the amount of 
is enclosed. Send my subscription to: 


Name__ — 
Name of Organization___ 


Address of Organization__ 
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Zone__ 
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(If you prefer to have HOME SAFETY REVIEW sent to your home address, 
please fill in the lines below and leave the above address lines vacant.) 


Home Address__ 


State_ 
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Build Satety 
INTO YOUR HOME 


Sound Slide Film 
"IT'S YOUR HOME" 


If people in your community are 
planning to build new houses or to 
remodel their present homes, you can 
help to give their families freedom 
from accidents by showing them how 
to build safety into the homes in your 
community. Unsafe conditions are an 
important factor in accident causa- 
tion, and this film covers a great 
many of the points at which accident 
hazards can appear in the structural 
environment in which families live. 
It covers site, entrance and exit, inte- 
rior planning, storage, etc. It has an 
interesting story treatment. The 
photography is excellent and a dis- 
cussion outline with the film suggests 
points at which emphasis is desirable. 
Normal running time is 20 minutes. 
Purchase price: $9.00. 


Order from 


Kltustrated Booklet 


“WHEN YOU BUILD 
OR REMODEL" 


This booklet does in printed form 
what the sound slide film does with 
photographic illustrations. It is an 
excellent piece for distribution in 
groups where the film is being shown. 
It is not intended as an authoritative 
work on all phases of structural 
safety in the home, but it is a brief 
statement of minimum standards de- 
veloped by a committee of technical 
experts. It does call attention to the 
areas in which accident hazards may 
exist and raises healthy questions in 
the minds of prospective homé own- 
ers. 

1-9 copies 

10-99 copies , 
100-999 copies ............ 60% i$ -.09 
1000 or more copies “2% 208 
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Me: 


NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL 


20 No. Wacker Drive « Chicago 6, Illinois 














